BALTIC HERRING

SHORT FILM COMPETITION

Baltic Herring Short Film Competition 2025, Rauma

The Baltic Herring Short Film Competition is aimed at residents of the countries bordering
the Baltic Sea and will be held this year for the 31st time. The competition features three
categories: amateurs, film students, and professionals. All films compete not only for the
“Silakka Oscars” within their respective categories but also for the main prize—the Golden
Baltic Herring.

By the deadline, a total of 134 submissions were received, of which 126 films from eight
different Baltic Sea countries were accepted into the competition. Thirty-three short films
made it to the final round. This year, the amateur category turns into a Finland-Sweden
match. The student category stands out with a strong presence from German film schools.
The professional category includes films from four different countries, featuring, among
others, Rauma-born filmmaker Maarit Lalli.

Pre-selection juries, led once again by Martin Zehner, have curated the screening programs
for both the public and the international jury. Regardless of category, all competition films are
eligible for the main prize, the Golden Baltic Herring. The competition's ceramic miniature
sculptures have been crafted by artist Kirsi Backman. The City of Rauma has supported the
event.

The films will be screened for both the jury and the public at Cinema Iso-Hannu on Thursday,
August 21, with an additional public screening on Friday, August 22. As always, the
audience will have the chance to vote for their favorite. Those who participate in the
audience vote will be entered into a draw to win a film-themed prize. The best short films
from around the Baltic Sea will be awarded on Saturday, August 23, when the results of the
audience vote will also be announced.

Baltic Herring Jury 2025

Cédric Ernoult, Germany, Golden Baltic Herring winner 2024
Linus Mikuta, Lithuania, film director
Jolene Mok, Hong Kong, experimental Raumars artist
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Tarmo Hotanen
Baltic Herring Short Film Competition
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